Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
Worship Service: We welcome you today August 13, 2023, the Tenth Sunday after Pentecost!   Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

GREETERS: Aug. 13th - Marie Herb, Donna Novinger, 3rd person to be announced; Aug. 20th and 27th - Terri Herb, Shirley Miller, and 3rd person to be announced; Sept. 3rd & 10th - Susan Snyder, Carol Knight, and 3rd person to be announced; Sept. 17th and 24th - Seth Guertin, Jan Quinn, and 3rd person to be announced. 
ANNOUNCERS: Aug. 6th thru 27th - Sue Faust; Sept. 3rd thru 29th - Marie Herb.
LAY READERS: Aug. 13th - Bridget Campbell; Aug. 20 - Norine Goss; Aug. 27 - Ken Bechtel; Sept. 3rd - Gerry Wiest; Sept. 10th -Scott Miller; Sept 17th - Sharon Fetterhoff; Sept. 24th  - Doris Hand. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: Aug. 13th & 20th - Ed & Peggy Berra; Aug. 27 & Sept. 3rd - Ken Bechtel; Sept. 10th & 17th  - Ed Dobbin; Sept 24 & Oct. 1 - Sharon Fetterhoff. If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.  We began Season Two of “The Chosen”; we watch Lesson 4 video on Aug. 13 and discuss it on Aug. 20th. Please join us. See Sharon Fetterhoff for Season Two book if you didn’t get one.
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: Our church profile is completed and we are reviewing candidate profiles. More updates as we progress in this process.

ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.
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August 13, 2023

Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost

Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor

                  The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
      3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin

August 13, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM - 
Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost 

    (*Please stand as you are able)

 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                            Sue Faust                  

L:  Seek the Lord with expectancy and hope;
P:  and when you find him he will be your happiness

ALL:  and you will worship and serve him the rest of your life.
  L: Come, let us worship the Lord!
      *Hymn -       “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”        Page 59    
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)   
Lord, like Peter of old we respond to your call to come to you, but then the going gets rough, the storms of life threaten to overcome us, and we begin to sing. Strengthen our faith, we pray, and grant us the courage to follow you believing in our deeds as well as in our words that you can truly save us. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon     
The Psalm: 85:8-13 (Responsive)                                  
  L: I will listen to what God the Lord says; he promises peace to his people, his faithful servants--but let them not turn to folly.
P: Surely his salvation is near those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our land.
L: Love and faithfulness meet together; righteousness and peace kiss each other.
P: Faithfulness springs forth from the earth, and righteousness looks down from heaven.
L: The Lord will indeed give what is good, and our land will yield its harvest.
P: Righteous goes before him and prepares the way for his steps.
  Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison) 

 We believe in God, Creator of all things. We believe in His Son Jesus Christ, who came to show us the way to the Father. We believe in the Holy Spirit of God - moving among us and inspiring the Love of God within us. We believe in the Church - the earthly extension of His Kingdom. We believe it is our calling to serve His Church with all our heart, our mind, our strength. Amen.
Hymn -  “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”   (Sing Twice)    Page 335 
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:     Matthew 14:22-33 (Pg. 21 N.T. Pew Bible)   
                                  Bridget Campbell, Lay Reader                   

          Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
       Congregation: Thanks be to God!
Sermon:               “Rowing Against the Wind”     
Dedication of Offering 
*Hymn -                    “He Leadeth Me”                                Page 461   

   *Benediction                                                        
                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
                      L: “Go now in peace.”               
   *Extinguishing of candles


 *Postlude  

     CHURCH CALENDAR
Aug. 13 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online - Very brief report from ECC Gather 2023 Meeting after Worship Service
Aug. 14 - 7:00PM - Summer Dartball at Valleys

Aug. 16 - 7:00PM - Council Meeting

Aug. 20 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
Aug. 26 - 12:00Noon to 6:00PM - Social hall is reserved
Aug. 27 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
Sept.  3 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online-organist
Sept.  4 - LABOR DAY (Holiday) - Church offices are closed

Sept.  5 - 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting 

Sept.  9- 10:00AM - Making Memories Group in  Meeting room

Sept. 10 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online - Special Music: Brad Crum

SUMMER DARTBALL at Valleys on Monday August 14th at 7:00PM.

COUNCIL MEETING will be held Wednesday, August 16th at 7:00PM.
DEACONS will meet on Tuesday, September 5th at 7:00PM.

ELDERS will meet on Monday, September 11th at 7:00PM.

SPECIAL MUSIC: Brad Crum will share special music on September 10th and Judy Knorr will share special music on September 24th.
PERSONAL HYGIENE ITEMS: Halifax Food Room is collecting  the following personal hygiene items during August: toliet paper, feminine hygiene items including pads and tampons, toothbrushes and toothpaste, shampoo, soap, deororant, shaving products, laundry detergent donations can be brught to Valleys or taken to the Halifax Community Church (it was Halifax United Methodist Church). Also Garden produce (tomatoes zucchini, and lettuce) is welcome as well.
          PRAYER REQUESTS*     *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Terry Novak & Family; *Mary Cooke; Esther Masser; Dennis Leitzel; Diane Shaffer; Barbara/Dennis Croutharmel; Ed Dobbin; Gail/Charlie Shertzer; Sarah Graff, Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver;  Neva Cichy;  Marissa Faust; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Janelle Seeger; Patrick, Deb, Emily Castellani, (Car accident) ; Dawne Wilks; Roxanne Laudenslager; (Serious health issues); Pastor Gail Boyer, (Recovering from surgery); Barbara Wild & Family; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Henry Hassinger; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett; Kenny Minnich; Dustin Ramberger; Stanley Moose; Pat Scheidler; Tracey Knauss; Josephine Stoneroad; Nancy McElrath; Bonnie Bechtel; Tom Little;  Don Markel; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father); Mike/Bonnie Lidle; Kelly Richter; John Lazor; Kelly Shutt;  Sarah Stromberg; Sue Hine, (Ann Hale’s friend); Sandra Kittle, (Carol Miller’s friend); Chad Kitchen; Marilyn Shertzer; Will Porter, (Hannah Gonder’s boyfriend); John Shoop; Dwayne Miller, (Gary Miller’s nephew); Goldie Wert, (Carol Miller’s sister-in-law);  Pat Buckler; Kevin Conrad; Rick Miller, (Carl Miller’s son); Baby Jaylynn; Collin & Caleb, (Carol Miller’s great-grandsons)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas; Betty Lebo
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you. 
BACK-TO SCHOOL, FRESH IMPRESSIONS REPORT

  We had 100 students on Friday August 4th, 24 students on Saturday August 5th for clothing and school supplies and 30 students and their families returned Saturday between Noon and 2:00PM for clothing at the 2023 Back-to-School Free Yard Sale.

   We also had 45 students (19 families) that participated with the “Fresh Impressions” shopping at Wal-Mart.

                                 LOOKING AHEAD….
FELLOWSHIP MEALS: Beginning in September we will again have Fellowship Meals. The date has not yet been decided (it will not be the first Sunday in September as that is Labor Day weekend). The date will be announced in future bulletins and in the September/October newsletter.

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP TIME: We will begin to have coffee and cookies time (in the meeting room) again for those who wish to chat and have some fellowship time after church on Sundays.  If anyone is willing to help by donating cookies, please see Marie Herb.
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL: We will have a kick off for Sunday School for all ages in September. A meeting will soon be announced to discuss more details. Look for more details in the September/October newsletter.
PULLED PORK DINNER: Valleys will have a Pulled Pork Dinner on the 1st Saturday in October, October 7, 2023 from 4:00-6:00PM. Menu will be Pulled Pork, mashed potatoes, filling, corn, coleslaw, dessert and drink. Call the church office for tickets or more information.
VOLUNTEERS TO HELP WITH LIVESTREAM: We are still looking for volunteers to help learn how to do live stream and operate the hymnal for worship service if Seth, or Leon or Bridget are unavailable or wish to take time off.  It is always good to have more people trained to handle doing things if they are unable to do it.  Please see Seth or Bridget or talk to Marie, if you are interested.
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The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotional for August 13, 2023

Invocation:

Loving and most gracious God our Heavenly Father, as we gather this morning to worship you in song and prayer and service, I pray that you would give us your wisdom and energy. We come before You with hearts full of love and gratitude, seeking Your presence and power in our lives. Help us to give ourselves to You completely as we worship you this day.  In Jesus we pray.  Amen.
Scripture:  Psalm 85:8-13 (Responsive); Matthew 14:22-33

Sermon:PRIVATE 
"Rowing Against the Wind"


What's your favorite Bible Story?  What story in the Bible stands out for you and speaks to you the most.  It’s hard, isn’t it, to narrow our favorite down to one story.  I think one of my favorite stories is the powerful story of the disciples when they are caught in a storm on the Sea of Galilee, where they are being tossed by the waves and wind.  And the disciples are rowing against the wind, they're scared, they're tired, they're frustrated, they're drained, and Christ comes to them in an inconceivable way, "walking on the sea"!  


It's a fascinating story!  It's a miracle story.  It's deals with the frustration and helplessness we sometimes feel. And maybe that's why I like it so much.  It deals with the hard struggles of life.  It deals with the overwhelming flood of problems that can rush in against us and pour down upon us.  But it also reminds us that in the difficult moments - in the storms of life, when we feel that we are about to be overcome and swept under - Christ comes to us in powerful and dramatic ways, bringing help and strength, peace and poise, confidence and even victory.


Do you remember the context of the story?  Jesus had just finished feeding the multitude with five loaves and two fish.  He had sent the crowd away, fully satisfied!  They had plenty to eat!  Now he must feed himself, not with food for his body, but food for his spirit.  He sends the disciples ahead by boat to their next destination, while he goes up on a mountain to pray.  In prayer and meditation, in the quiet time alone, he spends time with his heavenly Father to recharge his spiritual life and renew the strength of his soul, in preparation for the new challenges he will soon face.


Now the disciples are out on the Sea of Galilee without him.  The New Testament seems determined to call this famous body of water a "sea."  Again and again, the writers call it the "Sea of Galilee" when actually; it’s more like a lake.  It's only about 4 1/2 miles wide and some seven miles long, but regardless of its small size, it could kick up a large-sized storm in a matter of minutes.  Winds could stir up from around the hills and stir the waves making them seem like a fierce sea, and fisherman on the water had to be very careful.  Crossing the lake could be a simple venture if the winds were with you.  And if there was no wind it meant a lot of hard work - a lot of rowing!  But, on this particular night the disciples found themselves facing a number of difficult barriers.  The Gospel tells us . . .


•
It is nighttime, and visibility is a real problem.  They're out there in the dark.


•
It is cloudy because of the storm that is coming up, making it even darker than normal.  They don't have the light of the stars and the moon and they lose their sense of direction.


•
The wind of the storm is against them, so their sails are useless.


•
Not only did they have to row the boat, but they had to row against the storm!  And they were getting nowhere.  The gospels says that they were being "battered by the waves."


There they were, out there in the storm, being tossed about, making no progress - tired, frustrated, drained, and most likely they were scared to death, and probably a little angry at Jesus for sending them out there in the first place.  Here they are out there in danger of being overcome by this storm and they're probably wondering where Jesus is now!  


Can you identify with these fishermen?  Can you relate?  Don't we all have moments like that when we feel stormed over and worn out?  But look what happens in this story.  The Lord sees their dilemma.  He is aware of what is happening, and he goes straight toward them.  He has been close by all along, closer even than they realized, and he comes to them.  He comes to help them to save them.  Through the wind, the storm, the danger, and all of this disruption - he comes to them.


That's the way he comes to us, isn't it?  He comes sometimes when we least expect Him and need Him most.  He comes in the thick of the storm, when it's darkest and most chaotic, that's when we recognize him most vividly.  When we're going through our normal routine and things are going smooth, often we forget that the Lord is around or that He may be playing a very important part in things and that may be why they are going so smooth.  It seems we notice Him most when things are going rough and maybe it's because we know that these situations need a miracle - they are beyond us and we are looking for our Lord to do something.


Look at Simon Peter here.  "Lord, if it is you," He says, "command me to come to you on the water."  Christ says, "Come," and Peter too walks on the water for a moment, but then his eyes go back to the winds and waves, and fear takes over.  He begins to sink.  His Lord reaches over and pulls him out.  And as they get into the boat, the storm subsides, the winds stop, and there is calm.  This story is full of mystery which defies explanation.  What we know is that Jesus came to them and the storm became calm.  With Him beside them nothing mattered anymore.  This is the simple fact of life, a fact which has been proven by thousands of men and women in every generation, that when Christ is there the storm becomes calm, the turmoil becomes a peace, the undoable become doable, the unbearable become bearable, and we pass the breaking point and we don't break.


It's a fact that life has its storms.  Life is not an easy ride.  It gets bumpy sometimes and we all know that too well.  There are mountain tops and valleys.  Things don't always go the way we think they should and sometimes we have to "row against the wind."  And faith can help us.  If we look to our Lord with eyes of Faith, He will come with strength and peace and confidence.


If I were to ask you to recall those moments in your life when you felt God's presence most vividly, most dramatically, most powerfully, there might be a few of you who would recall a worship experience, or some other joyful event.  But most of us would remember how God came to us when we were really “up against it”, a time of real sorrow or sadness, or crisis, or injury, or sickness, or heartache.


Simon Peter, he looked at Christ and he walked on the water.  When he took his eyes off of Christ and looked at the waves, he became scared and began to sink.  Some years ago, I heard a story about a little girl who was so excited because her father was going to take her to see the movie “Snow White”.  Someone said to the little girl, "But won't you be scared of the wicked witch?"  "No," she said.  "When the witch comes in, I won't look at her, I'll just look at my father!"  That's the way it works, isn't it?  When we fix our eyes on God, we can do incredible things.  God calls us out into the deep, but so often we’re afraid and we will sink to the bottom.  And then we receive that assurance, "I am with you" - I am as close to you as breath itself.  And we make the plunge - we say okay - here I come Lord - here I come!  


You may have come to church this morning bringing a whole lot of storms with you.  There may be a lot going on in your world that is disrupting your life today and giving your heartache and grief.  But, if we and the whole world could fix our eyes upon Jesus, just imagine the peace and the calm that He could give us - knowing that He is right there with you throughout the storm to bring you through safely.  That's the way it ought to be - that's the way Jesus wants it to be.  Remember Jesus is always with you and he calms the storms of life.  Amen.

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer:

Lord, we come here today in fellowship with one another setting aside this time solely for You to offer You praise and worship, to hear You speak to us, and to leave here shaped a little bit more into the likeness of Jesus Christ.  So, we come humbly and quietly before You.  O God, we thank You for those times this week where we smiled and laughed, those times of friendship enjoyed, of meals shared, those times when we appreciated the beauty of nature, when we felt a peace in our hearts, when we paused to be grateful for the life you have given us.  In our days of difficulty and struggle, for the times when we have been less than our best, we give You thanks that You do not turn away from us and that we are never alone.  Lord, we lift to You our church.  We want The Valleys to be a strong church in our community.  We want to be used by You to make a difference in the lives of others. The need for hope, acceptance, love and compassion is great, and You are the answer to those needs. Help us to show others the way to You through our ministries, and most of all through our lives and example.  Lord, for those who are sick, suffering, lonely, misguided, or just in need of Your presence, we ask that You would touch them with Your healing, with Your guidance, with Your peace. You know those on our prayer list.  The needs are great and we ask for Your healing and comfort to surround them.  Lord may we this day and every day feel the confidence and joy and hope of walking with You daily.  Hear this our prayer as we pray in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray “Our Father . . . Amen.” 
Benediction:  

May the Peace of God which passes all understanding keep hearts and minds in Jesus Christ our Lord.

